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Provisional Prospectus and Agenda
Introduction and Objectives:

With the view of searching for new potential fishing grounds because of the depletion of the inshore/coastal fisheries resources, deep-sea fishery resources survey in the EEZs of the countries in the Southeast Asian region has been carried out with financial support from the Japanese Trust Fund, and with the following main objectives:

1) To collect information on the deep-sea fishery resources in the Southeast Asian region by reviewing the existing data and through actual exploration using the SEAFDEC and National Research Vessels in cooperation with the SEAFDEC Member Countries;
2) To encourage SEAFDEC Member Countries to support the issue related to deep-sea resources survey; and
3) To disseminate the information from the results of the SEAFDEC deep-sea fishery resources exploration program to the Member Countries and other relevant organizations.
The SEAFDEC deep-sea fishery resources exploration program includes an assessment of the continental slope considering this as the important grounds for fishery resources exploration. Under this program, the sampling methods for the deep-sea fishery resources survey include the use of deep-sea beam trawl, otter-board trawl and Isaacs Kidd Mid-water Trawl (IKMT) by using the MV SEAFDEC 2 in close collaboration with the SEAFDEC Member Countries under the cost-sharing scheme. In 2008, the areas surveyed include the Andaman Sea – EEZ of Thai Waters (March 2008) and the Brunei Darussalam Waters (June 2008). In addition, the SEAFDEC Training Department in collaboration with the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources (BFAR) also conducted a survey on the continental shelf/slopes with depths ranging from 200 to 1,000 m in the Lingayen Gulf of the Philippines using three major sampling gears, including beam trawl, bottom trawl, and trap using the M/V DA-BFAR (May 2008).

The results of the previous surveys together with the main recommendations made at the training workshop onboard the M/V DA-BFAR, it was strongly suggested that the Standard Operational Procedure (SOP) for the deep-sea resources sampling gears should be formulated and developed through the experts’ consultation in order to be able to compare the data/information collected from various resources surveys.
In this connection, the Regional Workshop on the Standard Operating Procedure will be organized with the following overall objectives:
1) To encourage the SEAFDEC Member Countries in initiating deep-sea sea resources exploration on the continental shelf/slope of their respective EEZ waters;

2) To support the respective national resources surveys of the Member Countries by advising them on the use of improved fishing gear and methods for deep-sea sea fish samplings using the M.V. SEAFDEC2 and/or national research vessel; and

3) To enhance the human resources capacity on the deep-sea sea resources exploration such as on methodology for samplings and development of appropriate/responsible fishing gear and methods for harvesting/samplings of deep-sea sea resources.
Specifically, the Workshop also aims to:
1) Develop the SOP for deep-sea fishery resources exploration and further development/improvement of the appropriate samplings gears;
2) Share and exchange experiences/views among the experts on deep-sea fishery resources survey;
3) Improve the construction of beam trawl, otter-trawl, and net in order to improve the effective sampling gears using the M.V. SEAFDEC 2 and/or other national research vessels; and
4) Discuss and document the possibility of developing other fishing gear for sustainable development and management of the deep-sea sea fisheries in the region.
Expected Output:

As envisaged, Workshop intends to come up with:

· developed set of SOP for deep-sea sampling gear;
· suggestions and recommendations for the improvement of the current deep-sea sampling gears and methods for the region; and

· future regional/national collaboration on the issue related to deep-sea fisheries exploration.
Date and Venue:  26~28 May 2009, SEAFDEC Training Department (TD), Samutprakarn, Thailand 
Target Participants: International/regional/national fishing gear technologists from SEAFDEC Member Countries
Organizer: SEAFDEC/TD in collaborative with SEAFDEC/MFRDMD
Tentative Agenda:

1. Opening and Introduction

2. Sharing Experiences on Deep-sea Resources Research and Survey

3. Clarification on the Standard Operation Procedure (SOP)

4. Development of Action Plan for Deep-sea Resources Exploration/Survey

5. Conclusion

6. Closing

